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Honovanie Waite: F. George” 

Chairman, Committee on Foreiga elation 
Uniited States Senate 

“nahington 25, 0. . 


ag 
gis 198%  REVIEWEI 


Dear Serustoxr George: 


This ig in reply to you Lotter of 83 daly 1955 requesting 
comments on &. 2624, introduert (@ July 1055 by Semmtor Gaith of 
Hew Jeveey, “To cetebliah a Join: Gamaiitee on Foreign intelligenoe’ . 


ft is sy wunderstaailing tisk the proposed iegisiatbian to which 
yon vefer waa introduced pursuers te a recommendation of the “pever 
Commiiesion on Greerieumbion ef tis: Sheentive Sruch of the Gowarntaent 
in thelr report on Intelligence, remiing es follow: “That the Conerese 
vonugider creating a joint Congressional Comsittes cu intelligme: 
gimiiar te the Joint Comittee or: Atasic bnermy’. 


Comparable bills = Previously bem: iytoodueed by Benstor 
tnoefielé and certain other mesibers of the Conmress. 


At the pregemt «ime the Arma Scrviees Cansittees aad the 
Approp:iations Committees of the Senate and House deal with Gantral 
intelligence Agency matters, the forte: beine comeerned with Lepin 
intive end related prvblens, ext the latter vith mn omual badpeta:y 
ani other fingnelal requirerents. 


tn addition, Senaio: Busseli as Cnaizsmen o; the Armad Services 
Comittee has designated a simild gram Of the senlo: members af that 
committee to meet with CIA represertatives from tine to time wo consider 
thoac phages of our work of invest to hia oaantttes. 


insofar am CIA ie ceneccmesd. ve beve felt chet throch the 
Smanittecs sbove mertioncd, we have bad auple oppeetumity to seeure full 
consideration of ary legisietive ami related problems affeetia: the 
Agency an we have sot felt the reed fo: the ontebliehing of any oan 
wittees to replece or sigplement tive. Ac you cam appreciate. it is 
important from the point of view of eeour: ity to restrict, to the exter 
feasible, the member of persons vho ace Hoowledgeabhle of the senedeive: 
Operations of this Agemry. The selatious watch we Rave had with the 
coumlttees of the Congress have (mos «idsely comeletent with this 
security need. 
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in Gaaé a GOint Concremelowal Gomsithes to degli with the 
CiA should be egteblished, we would, of eourse, give it our fullest 
cooperation, but I would point out thet as the Central, bea i 
Agency by the Hational Sseurity Act of 19h7 (Publie Lew 253, + 
congreas) ie “esteablighed under the Hating Sewurity Coundil.” rae 
views of the labter 00 thin aubject wild be coert: bry : 
insofar es the Ewecutive Erames of the Government is aonearat. 


Both the meeonmmemiastion of the Heover desmission ami the 
scope af 6. 2614 aever more than the Central Intelligence Agmuey 
alone? aml relate to all agpeete of the foreign intelligence activities 
oY the Govermemt. 


vid ace PIL, 


Alian @. Dadles 
Bu peat 


0/IG/LBKirkpatrick:rm - 1 August 1955 
Rewritten AWDulles:ha/kp - 15 August 1955 fi 


Distribution: iS 


Orig & 1 - Addressee ea 
2 - signing official (w/basic) eat 
i. - Legislative Counsel 
i - IG 
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The Honorable Walter F, George 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations A 
United States Senate _ te ae wh 
Washington 25, D, C. ae ; ei oy 


Dear Senator George: 

This is in reply to your letter of 23 July 1955 requesting 
comments on S,. 2614, introduced 22 July 1955 by Senator Smith of 
New Jersey, "To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign iiciivenee, 

It is my understanding that the proposed legislation to 
which you refer was introduced pursuant to a recommendation of the 
Hoover Commission on Organization of the Executive Branch of the 
Government; reading as follows: ''That the Congress consider creating 
a joint Congressional Committee on Intelligence similar to the Joint 
Committee on Atomic Energy". . 

pl cerrrgteatyy 
Comparable bills have aleo.been introduced by Senator 


Mansfield and certain other members of the Congress, 


At the present time the Armed Services Committees, of ° 


4 O25 7F L, 
the Senate and House,_and the @ppropriations{c mittees-have-deeit 


Ueto a a Oe 
with Central Intelligence Agency matters, the former dering with 


aay legislative and related problems, and the latter with our budgetary 
A. 


and other financial soauinemente 
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In addition, Senator Russell, Chairman of the Armed 


Services Committee, has designated a small group of the senior 
That 
members ots Committee to meet with CIA representatives from 


time to time to consider those phases of our work of interest to his 


committee. Insofar as CIA is concerned, we have felt that through 


tar arfrLe 
the. womeef the committees above mentioned, we have had ft nn 


opportunity to secure fil consideration of any legislative and re- 
a 
lated problems affecting the Agency and we have not felt the need mfx 


any for the establishing of any committees to replace or supplement [lew, 


AO cpumaicna: commitiaas sith which we already have centact, 
0 mARKe 
As you appreciate, it is important from the point of view of security 


to restrict to the extent feasible, the number of persons who are a 
Agkatenu2 
knowledgeable of the sensitive operations of this Agency. The Leerest s 
Via Unrtz~ re 
which we have sear received from the committees of Congress have 
N 


mn 


been entirely consistent with this security need. é , 
: aut” Cra addin af 
In case the Congress should feel thet a einer <ommittee 


She utel be drfertabel (lo. cus Sf: 
to deal with the CIA was-requized, we would not_be dispased to of we Tha 


[rb dert” ce KY inraokingn (ut f 


R butJwould point out that as the Central Intelligence Agency undg 
the National Security Act of 1947 (Public Law 253, 80th Congress) 


is "established under the National Security Council," the views of 
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the latter on this subject would be controlling on UB, is a carat 


Pa Ae i Loa 
i would point-out lehat the recommendation of the Hoover 


Nei CO Me 
Commission and the scope of S. 2614 yas haat than the Central 
Intelligence Agency alone and relates to all aspects of the foreign 


intelligence activities of the Government, 


Sincerely, 


Allen W. Dulles 
Director 


oe 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
. WASHINGTON 25, D. Cc. 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR } 


The Honorable Walter F. George 

Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations 
United States Senate 

Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Senator George: 


This is in reply to your letter of 23 July 1955 requesting 
comments on S, 2614, introduced 22 July 1955 by Senator Smith of 
New Jersey, "To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign Intelligence". 


We have consistently taken the position that it is a 
matter of Congressional prerogative to determine whether there should 
be a special committee to watch over the activities of the Central 
. Intelligence Agency and related organizations. However, there are 
certain matters peculiar to intelligence operations which shouldbe 
given due consideration before the Congress establishes a Joint 
Committee. 


In the first place, the security aspects of intelligence 
operations are of paramount importance. + 
throughout the world are constantly on the lookout for informatio 
concerning their rivals. Even the smallest piece of informa 
matter how trivial, may provide valuable leads. This wo 
the number of employees of an organization, the size 
number of automobiles it utilizes, the areas in ch it has repre- 
sentatives, and any indication of how much i ows. While it is 
naturally assumed that all members of the Ongress will be appropriately 
discreet, it should be noted that suc committee would have staff 
members who would have to be very_*horoughly screened. 


the buéget, the 


The problems re 
Intelligence are not i 


ng to a staff of a Joint Committee on 
msequential. It should be noted that the 

y spend considerable time in the intelligence 
consequently would gain a broad knowledge of the 
most sensit type of work. This would raise a very fundamental 

& to how complete their knowledge should be, and I might 

ut that there are certain operations known only to two or three 
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Undoubtedly your committee will wish to consider the effect 
that the establishment of a Joint Committee on Intelligence would have 
on the relationship between the legislative and executive branches 
of government. Throughout history intelligence has been used to keep 
the policy makers informed concerning the capabilities and intentions 
of other nations. Properly speaking, intelligence should be gathered 
before policy is made. As you can readily see, this raises a rather 
complex matter of intra-governmental relations. 


I should also like to point out the relations of the Central 
Intelligence Agency to other committees of the Congress. As you are 
aware, Senator Russell, Chairman of the Armed Services Committee, has 
established a subcommittee to deal with the CIA composed of himself 
and Senators Johnson (Texas), Byrd, Bridges and Saltonstall. The 
Appropriations Committees in both Houses hold hearings on the CIA budget 
each year and go into considerable detail in regard to our activities. 
We also come under the jurisdiction of the Committees on Government 
Operations, and have always endeavored to answer any questions raised 
by these bodies. The important aspect of this is whether these committees 
would yield their jurisdiction to a Joint Committee on Intelligence. 


This leads to the last point which I would like to mention 
and that is the number of individuals who would become knowledgeable of 
our highly sensitive operations. Senator Smith's bill, which is similar 
to other bills introduced during the recent session, would esteblish a 
committee composed of nine members from each House. Should this number 
be added to the number from Appropriations, Armed Services, and 
Government Operations, it would appear to create a very large group 
who were aware of secret activities. 


We would be happy to discuss this matter further with you, 
or to provide you with any additional details which you might desire. 


Sincerely, 


Allen W. Dulles 
Director 


Approved For Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001600090067-7 


a 


- e * waren pprover ForRelease 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R01731 eg rer: 
« THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. 1. ALEXANDER WILEY, WIS. 
-A { 


J. W. FULBRIGHT, ARK. H. ALEXANDER SMITH, N. J. Esecutive Ro, sayz 


JOHN SPARKMAN, ALA. BOURKE B. HICKENLOOPER, IOWA 7 7 ( aaa 


HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, MINN. WILLIAM LANGER, N. DAK. 

MIKE MANSFIELD, MONT. WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF. CS 

ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. GEORGE D. AIKEN, VT. Cx { 2a fat arvat 
HOMER E. CAPEHART, IND. tr © C% e ¢ 


WAYNE MORSE, :OREG. COMMITTEE ON: FOREIGN RELATIONS 


FRANCIS C. WILCOX, CHIEF OF STAFF 


July 23, 1955. 


Honorable Allen W. Dulles 
Director of Central Intellizence 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C, 


Dear Mr. Dulles : 


Enclosed is a copy of S. 261k, introduced July 
22, 1955 by Senator Smith of New Jersey, " To establish a Joint Com-~ 
ittee on Foreign Intelligence. " 


It will be appreciated if the Committee on Fer~ 
eign Relations may have the views of your Agency on this measure. 


Sincerely ar 
Walter F, hema / 


Chairman. 


: HH OSLASS, =e 
£2 
roTa: TS § 8 


FE eB Been enna neem een 


ec 


Ray 


AUTH: HR ee 
MA 
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841H CONGRESS 
ist Session a 26 1 4 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 


JULY 22, 1955 


Mr. Smitu of New Jersey introduced the following bill; which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 


A BILL 


To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign Intelligence. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and H ouse of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That there is hereby established a Joint Committee on 
Foreign Intelligence to be composed of nine members of 
the Senate to be appointed by the President of the Senate, 
and nine members of the House of Representatives to he 
appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


In each instance not more than five members shall be 


Oo © A OD AO P WO DH He 


members of the same political party. Vacancies in the 


membership of the joint committee shall not affect the power 


bed 
Oo 


of the remaining members to execute the functions of the 


Jack 
jan 


joint committee, and shall be filled in the same manner 


= 
DO 


LL. ¢ 
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1 as in the case of the original appointment. The joint com- 
9 mittee shall select a chairman and a vice chairman from 
3 among its members, and shall determine the number of 
4 members to constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
5 business. omer hig RRR ERR MERE adie 
6 Src. 2. (a) The joint committee shall make continuing 
7 studies of all aspects of the foreign intelligence activities 
8 of the Government. The Director of the Central Intelli- 
9 gence Agency shall keep the joint commission fully and 
10 currently informed with respect to the Agency’s activities. 
11 All bills, resolutions, and other inantets in the Senate or 
12 the House of Representatives relating primarily to the Cen- 
13 tral Intelligence Agency or its activities shall be referred 
14. to the saint committee. The members of the joint committee 
15 eho are Members of the Senate shall from time to time 
16 report to the Senate, and the members of the jomt com- 
17 mittee who are Members of the House of Representatives 
18 shall from time to time report to the House, by bill or 
19 otherwise, their recommendations with respect to matters 
99 within the jurisdiction of their respective Houses which are 
21 ( 1) referred to the joint committee or (2) otherwise within 
29, - the jurisdiction of the joint committee. | 

23 - | (b) ‘The joint committee, or any duly authorized sub- 


24 committee thereof, is authorized to hold such hearings, to sit 
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and act at such places and times, to require, by subpena or 
otherwise, the attendance of such witnesses and the produc- 
tion of such books, papers, and documents, to administer 
such oaths, to take such testimony, to procure such printing 
and binding, and to make such expenditures as it deems 
advisable. The cost of stenographic services to report such 
hearings shall not be in excess of 25 cents per hundred 
words. The provisions of sections 102 to 104, inclusive, 
of the Revised Statutes shall apply in case of any failure 
of any witness to comply with a subpena or to testify when 
summoned under authority of this section. 

(c). The joint committee is empowered to appoint and 
fix the compensation of such experts, consultants, technicians, 
and clerical and stenographic assistants as it deems nec- 
essary and advisable, but the compensation so fixed shall 
not exceed the compensation prescribed under the Classifi- 
cation Act of 1949, as amended, for comparable duties. The 
joint committee is authorized to utilize the services, infor- 
mation facilities, and personnel of the departments and: es- 
tablishinents of the Government. 

Sro. 3. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated 


such sums as may be necessary to carry out the provisions 


of this Act. 
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ie “nessa =, 2614 | 
: | - A BILL 


To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign 
a . Intelligence. 


By Mr. Smrru of New Jersey 


JuLy 22, 1955 
. Read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations 


é 
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